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Enclosed is: $
Make check payable to: Item Santa

Item Santa
Name(s)

Street
City      State Zip

Help make a child’s
Christmas wish

come true!

Thank you!

Yes! I want to help 
make a child’s 

Christmas wish come true!

Clip and mail to:
    The Item Salvation Army Santa
    P.O. Box 5, Lynn, MA 01903 

Name(s) above Anonymous
Other

Please acknowledge our gift as:

years of making
holiday wishes come true

Please donate
to help make
the holidays
happy for

children in need.

Your generosity is
very much appreciated

The Item Salvation Army Santa Fund

is in its 57th year of providing

gifts to children in need 

at Christmas time.

57

CHRISTMAS
From A1

impressions outside of 
Shubie’s on Sunday de-
spite some rainy weather.

“Shubie’s Marketplace 
Wines and Spirits isn’t 
letting a little rain put a 
damper on their “Rein-
deer Rides” today!!!” 
Marblehead Chamber of 
Commerce said in a post 
on their Facebook page.

Santa continued 

spreading Christmas 
cheer from boat to car 
during the weekend’s 
main event, the Christ-
mas Parade. Those walk-
ing and riding in the 
parade included the Mar-
blehead Old Car Club, led 
by President Tom Black-
ler, Glover’s Regiment, 
the High School March-
ing Band, and the Grinch.

This year’s walk conclud-
ed Sunday night with Old 

North Church’s Festival 
Chorus’ Holiday Concert. 
During the concert, nu-
merous groups performed, 
including Marblehead High 
School Marching Band, 
Veterans Middle School 
Select Chorus, and Glover 
School Children’s Travel-
ing Chorus.

Ryan Vermette
can be reached at
ryan@itemlive.com

Marblehead goes for a Christmas Walk
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Melissa Dixey (Dan Dixey’s daughter), of Marblehead, and William 
Tracy represented Dan Dixey, the 2023 Person of the Year, who was 
unable to attend the parade, are waiting in the line of antique cars for 
the parade to start.

SANTA
From A1

one income, but health is-
sues also raise diffi culty 
this holiday season. 

“I get iron infusions ev-
ery three months due to 
my lack of iron,” she said. 
“My lack of iron [raises] 
the chances of me becom-
ing anemic again… With 
the grace of God, I’ve got-
ten better.” 

Every child deserves to 
get presents during the 
holiday season, and one’s 
situation shouldn’t stop 
them from being able to 

put a smile on their face. 
“This year, I want to 

bring joy to my kids, and 
may this year be full of joy, 
health, and love,” she said. 

Now in its 57th year, the 
Item Santa Fund helps to 
make Christmas bright-
er for those in need. To 
donate, clip the coupon 
in The Item and mail it, 
along with your check, to 
The Item Salvation Army 
Santa, 85 Exchange St., 
Lynn, MA 01901. 

There is also a way to 
donate online through 
the Salvation Army at 
itemsanta.org.

All donations are list-
ed in Item print editions 
through the month of 
December and into 2024, 
along with a brief message 
from each donor, if desired.

NOTE: The application 
period for aid from Item 
Santa has closed, and 
The Item does not process 
applicants. All questions 
about the program and 
distribution of gifts should 
be directed to the Salvation 
Army at 781-598-0673.

Mark Aboyoun
can be reached at
mark@itemlive.com

VOGEL
From A1

throughout the public 
speaking segment of the 
meeting, was asked by 
the audience to “look up.”

“The behavior and body 
language of the commit-
tee and superintendent 
was an embarrassment,” 
Crawford said. “Miss Vo-

gel couldn’t bring herself 
to show the absolute min-
imum amount of respect 
and look at the speak-
ers who were talking to 
her. Another committee 
member sat there with 
a smirk on his face the 
entire night and I would 
love to know what he 
found so amusing. The 
committee has been un-

responsive and unwilling 
to engage in opposing 
views. And when they do 
answer, it’s vague and 
condescending.”

Vishakha Deshpande
can be reached at
vishakha@itemlive.com

Ryan Vermette
can be reached at
ryan@itemlive.com

BOUTIQUE
From A1

store in Salem offers 
more traditional clothing 
as its main product. He 
expressed gratitude for 
the donated items both 
locations have received, 
as they are integral to 
their operation.

“We have two trucks 
that go out into the com-
munity and do pickups, 
and we can’t keep them off 
the road,” Etheridge said.

Etheridge gave a large 
portion of the credit to 
Peter Ahearn and Derek 
Bergman, who co-manage 
both store locations. The 
pair was at the forefront 
of the fi ve-month process 
of making the boutique 
a reality. They explained 

why they felt its Peabody 
location was a fi tting spot.

“It’s the greatest neigh-
borhood to be in where 
you’re in this sort of up-
cycled industrial part in 
a lofty building where all 
the furniture is emulat-
ing that,” Ahearn said.

Bergman credited their 
volunteers who assisted 
in the restoration of the 
furniture items so that 
they could be adequately 
improved for sale. While 
Ahearn and Bergman 
acknowledged the large 
amount of work that they 
required and the Life-
bridge team, they assert-
ed that their passion is 
what drove them to com-
plete this process.

“Lifebridge is easily the 

most satisfying work I’ve 
ever done,” Ahearn said. 
I’ve had some cool jobs, 
but this is the one that 
makes me wake up in the 
morning and say, ‘I can’t 
believe I’m doing this ev-
ery single day.”

Many City Council and 
Lifebridge Board of Direc-
tors members attended 
the formal ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. State Rep. Tom 
Walsh shared a citation of 
congratulations from the 
House of Representatives.

Bridge Works Boutique 
is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Benjamin Pierce
can be reached at
benjamin@itemlive.com

Mother of three needs help

Lynnfi eld starts petition
to fi re superintendent

Bridge Works Boutique
sets up shop in Peabody

ARC
From A1

able to attend public events 
and have their humanity 
included,” Lisa Tulipani of 
the Lynn Disability Net-
work said. “It’s a way to pro-
vide universal accommoda-
tions to meet the needs of 
the 10,000 people who live 
in Lynn with disabilities.”

The Lynnebago is a mo-
bile trailer containing a 
sensory room, communi-
cation room, and universal 
bathroom for people with 
disabilities that can be uti-
lized at Lynn’s many out-
door community activities.

She said that she and 
other members of the 
Lynn Disability Network, 
Maria Riley and Louise 
Dominique, developed a 
traveling sensory room 
that they could use at var-
ious events.

“We have sensory room 
equipment, comfortable 
seating, bilingual commu-
nication boards,” Tulipani 
said. “We also have a fold-
able adult-size changing 
table that we bring. For 
anyone over 35 pounds who 
has high mobility needs, 
there’s literally no place in 
Massachusetts to address 
their toileting needs.”

The group realized that 
installing these features 
throughout the city was 
not feasible, so they came 
up with the idea of a trav-
eling trailer.

“It’s honoring humanity 
and having structures in 
place that allow everyone 
in your community to par-
ticipate,” she said.

Riley added, “Having this 
trailer would help parents 
humanize where they don’t 
have to take their children 
into a bathroom or some-
where secluded. It gives 
them the feeling of being 
human and not feeling 
ashamed of their over-sen-
sory processing.”

Riley said most commu-
nity events do not have 
wheelchair-accessible 
restrooms or a place to 
change children of all ages.

They also lacked sen-

sory areas where anyone 
with sensory issues could 
de-escalate or a place for 
non-verbal children to com-
municate with us by show-
ing photos of their feelings.

“By putting it all togeth-
er in one design and know-
ing you could take that to 
wherever there’s an event, 
made me, as a parent, 
feel good that it will help 
service the community of 
people with all different 
disabilities, all different 
spectrums and all differ-
ent types,” she said.

When they heard about 
the Arc Tank competition, 
the group was already 
formulating plans for the 
Lynnebago.

“I think we came up 
with the proposal in a day, 
which is kind of impres-
sive considering that our 
competition is the Johns 
Hopkins School of Public 
Health and big tech com-
panies,” Tulipani said. “You 
don’t have to be a big fancy 
person to come up with an 
executable plan that can 
make a difference.”

The group put togeth-
er plans and a proposal 
following the Arc Tank 
rubric. Tulipani’s oldest 
brother, who is an archi-
tect, helped them put to-
gether the drawings.

“We found out the night 
of Nov. 6 that our project 
was one of seven fi nalists 
out of 148 international 
submissions,” Tulipani 
said. “I don’t want to say 
we were surprised because 
it’s a solid concept and an 
actual need. If you look 
at the criteria for ARC 
Tank, our project couldn’t 
be more in line with that 
purpose.”

According to the North-
east Arc’s website, Arc 
Tank’s mission is to pro-
vide funding for “that 
promise to break down 
barriers for people with 
disabilities who are too 
often marginalized, not 
included as equal partici-
pants in everyday life, and 
prevented from taking ad-
vantage of opportunities.”

The hope is to make the 

design available for other 
communities to imple-
ment.

“We’re not only going to 
be in Lynn, but in every 
community in the state,” 
Dominique said.

Tulipani added, “Our 
whole plan is that this will 
be packaged up and avail-
able to municipalities na-
tionwide. The whole idea of 
the Lynnebago is that we 
are designing this and gift-
ing it to the city so they can 
take it and move it along.”

Regardless of how Tues-
day’s presentation works 
out, the group plans to 
make the Lynnebago a re-
ality.

“We aren’t assuming 
this will happen,” she said. 
“We’re just going to make 
it happen regardless of 
funding that we receive.”

They already have a na-
tional vendor that creates 
medical trailers ready to 
start building the Lyn-
nebago.

What we submitted was 
a very DIY project. When 
we started talking to peo-
ple, we realized, “If we get 
funding, we can execute 
the contract tomorrow,” 
Tulipani said.

The group members said 
that creating the Lyn-
nebago is a way to have 
the voices of the disability 
community be heard.

“Why are we trying to 
give feedback to people in 
power when we have the 
power ourselves?” Tuli-
pani said. “We are taking 
this ARC Tank opportu-
nity to have our voices 
be heard. This helps the 
disability community to 
be taken a little more se-
riously.”

Dominique added, “We 
have the power to put our-
selves together and make 
a change. We don’t have 
to wait for other people 
to make a change to help 
people with disabilities. 
We can make changes in 
this city.”

James Jennings
can be reached at
james@itemlive.com

Lynnabego fl oats idea for Arc Tank

GRANT
From A1

specifi c issues such as 
unlawful drug use, do-
mestic violence, gun vi-
olence, missing person 
cases, and hate crimes.

Other communities re-
ceived funding for tech-
nology upgrades, investi-
gative tools and protective 
gear, school safety and se-

curity infrastructure, and 
efforts to advance racial 
equity and support un-
derserved communities.

“This program invests 
federal funds to make 
Massachusetts communi-
ties safer and stronger,” 
Gov. Maura Healey said in 
a written statement. “This 
program allows towns and 
cities to identify their most 
pressing needs and direct 

funding to address those 
challenges. The ability of 
local public safety lead-
ers to guide funds toward 
priority safety initiatives 
encourages a holistic ap-
proach to improving safe-
ty in communities with 
diverse needs.”

Anthony Cammalleri
can be reached at
anthony@itemlive.com

State awards Nahant Police $43K


